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concoctions while wearing virtual reality goggles
rambling through boulders? Joseph Matheny came out to
Joshua Tree to change the way people experience the land
and each other. He 1s a science-fiction writer from LA
who became interested 1n building an intentional
community out in Joshua Tree after the failure of the
OCCUPY movement to actually create a new socilety in LA.
An Occupation needs to be permanent, a way of being, a
slow process, he said. And a way to glean this knowledge
about living is through technology! We already relate to
our iphones and laptops, and they way information is
conveyed throug these tools, so why not make the
knowledge about making arrowheads out of rocks and
collecting mesquite pods? The medium is the message? He
is working with Garth Bowles, who lives up north of
Pioneertown on 600 acres in a teepee, and hosts long-term
visitors who come to build and experiment with living off
the grid, in exchange for helping out on the land (more
about Garth in an upcoming post!). Garth lives amongst
giant boulders (with amazing dogs and chickens!), a
perfect wandering ground for a techo-futurist game about
the return of plant knowledge and supernatural forces
associated with the land and folk-lore. I may be the
map-maker of this virtual/natural space! This endeavor
was already discussed in the Chronicle of Higher
Education, Joseph told me.

Joseph is already 1/4 done with J-Topia, a proposed
intentional communtity that will include an art center
and community garden in an abandoned assisted living
space 1in downtown Joshua Tree. There are already people
living there, in the rooms formerly inhabited by the

elderly of the desert. One resident was cooking hambuger
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in the kitchen when I was there. This is J-Topia, a
place where people live and work on their shared space
together, where there is food in the garden and lectures

by locals about changing the world.

I am intrigued by the visions people have when they come
to the desert. The concept of the blank slate, of a land
untouched by the alienated modern mans ideologies, a
space for projections of possible futures. There are
many I have met who share this spirit, at different
levels. I feel like being able to see 360 degrees around
me has changed my sense of myself, the context is not
one of cultural references, or a Sructured art-world,

but of land and past visions still present and preserved

in the sand.
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WE HAVE JUST FILED

10,000-
5 ACRE TRACT
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